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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2005) ROV

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2003 IPA dimensions of articulation

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental |A1';eo!nr 'Pcsrnlvenlar Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvnlar |Pharyngeal | Glottal _
Plasive pb td t dlc 7lk glg o] [ [?]
Nasal m m n I, n 3 N Which English consonants
- do you find difficult?
Trill B Ir R
— “Light’ (or ‘clear’) vs. ‘dark’
Tap or Flap v r T / 1/ — one sound or two?
e @ B{f v [0 8[sz[[ 3]s z][¢cj|x y[x ¥/h T]hf e are s an have
Lateral i g mammalian reflexes
fricative
Approximant U I 1 J g
Lateral ~
approsimant l L A L

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right represents a voiced conscnant. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible
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‘Light’ (or ‘clear’) vs

. ‘dark’ /1 / — one sound or two?

Language Initial (e.g.) Final (e.g.) What happens if
you get it wrong?
Dutch dark lekker dark  wel you sound foreign
German light liegen light Milch you sound foreign
English light leaf dark  milk you sound foreign
Russian dark nyK dark yron you risk being
(‘Zwiebel’) (‘Ecke’) totally
or or and
light NIOK  light Yyronb utterly
(‘Luk(e)’) (‘Kohle’)  misunderstood

N.B.: The Russian ‘light’ /1 / is in fact ‘palatalized’
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