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i.e. is this rocket science, or not??
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The goals of today’s session are:

PpwVv
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The vowel quadrilateral
. . . and the IPA cardinal
@ To give an overview of the system of vowel and diphthong vowels
phonemes in English English short vowels
. . . . . English long vowels and
® To examine the typical phonetic realizations (phones, diithongs’
allophones) of the vowel and diphthong phonemes of English in English reduced vowels in

weak syllables

the Received Pronunciation of British English

© To begin practising some of the English vowels and diphthongs
that can be problematic to speakers of various other languages,
especially German
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English short vowels: phonemes compared with cardinal vowels
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English short vowels: examples

pit pet pat pot putt put

/pit/ /pet/ /pat/ /ppt/ /pat/  /put/

[pht] [p"et] [p"=et] [p"wt] [p"et] [phut]

bit bid wick wig nip nib hiss his

[bit] [brd] [wik] [wrg] [mip] [nrb] [his] [hrz]

set said debt dead etch edge cess says

[set] [serd] [det] [ded] [e§] [gd3] [sgs]  [sez]

fat fad back bag batch  badge slap slab
[fet] [ferd] [bak] [barg] [baf] [ba-dz] [slep] [sleb]
cop cob knot nod lock log hops  Hobbes
[krop]  [khob]  [not] [nod] [lok] [log] [hops] [hobz]
cup cub duck  dug fuss fuzz  once ones
[krep] [khe'b] [dek] [deg] [fes] [fez] [wens] [wenz]
put  bush soot foot wool stood hood good
[ptot] [bofl [sot] [fot] [wol]l [stod] [hod] [god]
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English short vowels: more examples

kit dress strap lot strut foot
/kit/  /dres/ /straep/ /lot/ /strat/ /fut/
[khit]  [dues]  [stuzep] [lot] [stuet] [fut]

it fits him | big business stinks | Tim hit his shins |
/1t fits him/ /big 'biznis stinks/ /*tim hit hiz §inz/

let’s get set | lead’s heavy | a gem sale isn’t the same as a jam sale |
/lets get set/ /ledz 'hevi/ /s dzem sei1l 1z.nt 8s setm oz 5 dgeem seil/

the black cat tried to catch a rat | the back hatstand is for caps |
/89 bleaek keet trazd tu keetf s reet/ /ds baek 'haetstaend 1z fs kaeps/

I want to wander in the tropics | Don Johnson is on top |
/a1 wont tu 'wondau mn 8s 'troprks/ /*don *'dzpnsen 1z vn top/

cut up the tough stuff | it’s lovely honey and butter |
/kat Ap 8a taf staf/ /1ts 'Iavli 'hani an 'bata/

look, full of books | Cook took a look | Cook took Brook’s rook |
/luk | ful av buks/ /*kuk tuk a luk/ /*kuk tuk *bruks ruk/
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English long vowels and diphthongs (1): lexical sets
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English long vowels and diphthongs (1): phonemes
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English long vowels and diphthongs (1): examples

fleece  face price  choice (P wV
/flis/  /feis/ /prais/ /tfois/
[flis] [fers] [paazs]  [tfars]

Goals
fleece fleas heat heed belief believe cease seize — I'¢vovelquadiater
[flirs]  [flirz] [hit] [hi:d] [brlif] [br'lizv]  [si's]  [siiz] e

English short vowels

face phase pace pay wait wade fate fade _

[fers] [ferz] [phers] [phe] [wert] [wed] [fert] [fernd] : :
English reduced vowels in
weak syllables

price prize ice  eyes wright ride dice die
[piais] [pia1z] [as] [az] [rvapt]  [rvapd]  [dais]  [dat]

choice Choy’s  Joyce joys quoit coy Boyce  boys
[Tos]  [Gorz]  [dsors]  [dsorz]  [kort]  [korl  [bows]  [boyz]

It’s the bee’s knees! Peachy keen! Squeaky clean! Lean and mean!

The rain in Spain stays mainly in the plain. (K)no(w) pain, (k)no(w)

gain.

Try it — you'll like it! “I like Ike!” (“I like Pike!”) Mike’s on Skype.

Noisy toys point to boys. (This one’s been reported to the gender

police.) 613



English long vowels and diphthongs (2): lexical sets
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English long vowels and diphthongs (2): phonemes

U
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English long vowels and diphthongs (2): examples

PpwVv

goose goat mouth Vowels (2)

/gus/  [goot/  [maovB/ Goals

[gws]  [govt]  [magb]  [megB]  [magh] ot
vowels

moot mood use(n.) wuse(v.) proof  prove English short vowels

mwt] [mwd] [ws] [uz] [pf] [pru] Frtaetel

English reduced vowels in

goat goad dose doze  close (n.) close (v.) et sl
[goot] [gorod] [dogs] [dorez]  [klags]  [kloroz]

mouth (n.) mouth (v.) house(n.) house(v.) bout bough
[mag0)] [ma-yd] [haus] [haoz]  [bagt] [bay]

Whose shoe’s loose? Sue knew. Hugh'’s tune is due in June.
I suppose so. It’s Flo’s go. Oh no, don’t go home alone.
How now, brown cow? Out out, town mouse! Clouds and showers.



English long vowels and diphthongs (3): lexical sets
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English long vowels and diphthongs (3): phonemes
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English long vowels and diphthongs (3): examples

near  square cure
[nig/  [skwea/  [kjoa/

[org]  [skwe:g]  [Kjoa]  [Kjor]

pierce  peers  fierce fear  weird  beard
[phrgs] [phreoz] [fies] [fro] [wrad] [brad]
scarce  scares  there  their theyre mayor
[skeas] [skewgz] [dew9] [dea]  [dea]  [mea)
your youre sure  pure poor Europe
lioa] [iwal [oal [pjoral [phoa] [joarop]
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Goals
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and the IPA cardinal
vowels

English short vowels

English reduced vowels in
weak syllables

prayer
[pie9]

Here and there, we're aware of Peter Pears paring a pair of pears.

Here they're all ours; there they’re all theirs.

This is your big “But you're Jean Ure, aren’t you?” moment!

Are you sure (/[o:/ {Shaw))? No, I'm Shakespeare!



English long vowels and diphthongs (4): lexical sets
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NURSE THOUGHT

START




English long vowels and diphthongs (4): phonemes
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English long vowels and diphthongs (4): examples

start
[stazt/
[start]

part
[phatt]
search
(s3]

law

[12:]

Ma parks Pa’s car | last dance, last chance | a large farmyard
Percy turned, when he heard the girl's words | birds searched the earth for

worms

you're four boards short | Lord Gordon caught naught | coarse gorse tore
your horse

[wa:]

nurse
/n3:s/
[ng's]

staff
[staf]

surge

[saxd3]

war

thought

[6a:t/

[62:t]

starve  cars bar bra

[stazv]  [ka:z] [ba:] [bia:]

merch  merge fir prefer

[mzf] [madz] [fs] [pai. fa:]
court cord  course  cores

[Kigt]  [khed]  [khps]  [kboue]
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English reduced vowels in weak syllables: phonemes
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5 "

(happ)y a(bout), (comm)a, (lett)er (infl)u(ence)
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